
Career pathway for a Cleft orthodontist 

Orthodontics is a dental specialty that addresses the diagnosis, prevention, and correction of mal-positioned teeth and jaws. 

 

 

 

Undergraduate degree 

•Undergraduate Dental qualification (5 years or 4 years if a prior BSc is held)

•UCAS application process

•Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS) 

•GDC registration

Foundation training

•Foundation training (1 year)

•National recruitment process

•MFDS Part I written

Core training

•National recruitment for core training pathway (DCT1, 2, 3)

•Alternative: community dentistry, general practice, senior house officer or hospital satff 
grade post

•Postgraduate qualification - PGCert, MsC

•MFDS Part II Vivas/OSCEs 

•> A minimum of 2 years post foundation are an essential requirement prior to specialty 
training applications; exposure to paediatric dentistry and maxillofacial surgery are 
recommended.

Specialty training

•Orthodontic specialty training, ST1-ST3 training post (3 years)

•National recruitment

•Postgraduate exams - MSc, MClinDent/DClinDent, PhD

•MOrth examination - Part I written, Part II Vivas/OSCEs

•GDC registration of orthodontic specialty

•>Aim to gain exposure to local cleft clinics if available or complete relevant research 

Post CCST training

•Orthodontic Post-CCST training, ST4-ST5 training post (2 years)

•National recruitment

•ISFE examination - Part I written, Part II Vivas

•> Aim to chose a training programme within a cleft unit 

Consultant post

•Orthodontic consultant appointment in Cleft hub or spoke Unit

•>Involvement in Cleft Orthodontic Clinical Excellence Network (OCEN)


